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Farmingville, NY – The Moriches  Bay P rojec t and C ornell  C ooperative Extens ion have ins talled a FLUPSY  (Floating
Upweller Sys tem) in Moriches  Bay  at Windswept Marina in Eas t Moriches . This  is  the  lates t joint effort  by  the  two
parties  and the Town of Brookhaven to improve water quality in Moriches  Bay, once home to a variety of shellfish that
naturally  filtered the water to help keep the bay c lean. The es tablishment of the FLUPSY  will  cultivate more than a
half million hard shellfish annually, and will further Moriches  Bay P rojec t’s  goal to inc rease shellfish plantings  in the
Bay, while engaging and educating the community on the importance of these initiatives  to the overall  health of the
Bay. Funding for the FLUPSY  was  provided by the Is land O utreach Foundation, Inc . P ic tured left to right are C ornell
C ooperative  Extens ion  Executive  Direc tor  V ito  M inei, Supervisor  Ed  Romaine, Moriches  Bay  P rojec t  C o-founder
Laura Fabrizio and C ounc ilman Dan P anico.

Supervisor Romaine  said, “The  oys ter res toration program in  Moriches  Bay  helps  to  preserve  our marine  life  and
protec t  the  environment. O ur  partnership  with  the  Moriches  Bay  P rojec t  and  C ornell  C ooperative  has  been  very
benefic ial  to  the  bay  and  we  will  continue  our  work  with  them to  make  progress  in  maintaining  and  growing  the
shellfish population.”

C ounc ilman P anico said, "A s  res idents  of an is land, our waterways  are direc tly tied to our environment, our economy
and our quality of life. O ur bays , the Long Is land Sound and our local es tuaries  are treasures  that should be protec ted
and c leaned for future generations . I  am confident that the Town of Brookhaven can deliver c leaner bodies  of water by
partnering with great organizations  such as  the Moriches  Bay P rojec t."

O ys ters  and hard-shelled c lams  provide c ruc ial environmental benefits  by filtering algae, which bloom when there is
excess ive nitrogen and other organic  compounds  in the water. The removal of these algal blooms  inc reases  both the
c larity  and  the  overall  quality  of  the  water. These  shellfish, once  matured, also  provide  shelter  for  other  small
organisms  which entice larger fish to the area, promoting biodivers ity  in the bay. P ic tured above holding oys ters  is
Kim Tetrault from C ornell C ooperative on board the FLUPSY .



The Moriches  Bay P rojec t™ is  an aquatic  res toration program c reated in 2013, by the West Hampton Dunes  Barrier
Beach  A ssoc iation,  a  501(c)(3)  non-profit  volunteer  organization,  and  by  Firs t  C oas tal  C orporation,  a  coas tal
environmental  consulting  firm based out  of Westhampton Beach. A s  a  miss ion to  improve  overall  water quality  in
Moriches  Bay, and inc rease its  environmental produc tivity, the Moriches  Bay P rojec t is  dedicated to re-es tablishing
populations  of  shellfish  and  eelgrass  to  this  fragile  marine  environment.  Through  s tewardship,  partnership,  and
community awareness , the Moriches  Bay P rojec t hopes  to make long-term improvements  to the bay and empower the
community with knowledge to counterac t local environmental problems. To learn more, go to www.morichesbayproject.org
.

Since  the  1990 ’s , the  Town  of  Brookhaven  has  been  operating  a  hard  c lam  and  oys ter  nursery  program  at  its
Mariculture Fac ility located in M t. Sinai Harbor. A s  part of the Town’s  partnership program with the several not-for-
profit organizations  it teams  with, the Town provides  shellfish rafts  and cages , anchoring supplies  and the shellfish to
s tock the rafts . The Town also provides  personnel and machinery to ass is t in the ins tallation and removal of the rafts
and periodic  maintenance.
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